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Court Case

53 on The iwo zeroes in “007” signify that this
‘"\k b . .« . .

S .agent has a license o kill in tho lino of duty.

"Presumably, such a license is only a fictional
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antrivance fo add glamor

to a fictional char- :

u('.lu:

and guarantee a high death rate among .

fictional

viniins, to the delight of readers and .
moviegoers., :
In real life, secrer agonts are quite ordinary -
‘und unspeciacular and anonymous men — fo
i:utwczrd avpearances, anyway. They have to ba
to gerform their jobs, Occasionally, howaver,
‘the public does cateh glimpses of then.
Whether any, secret agents have licensos |

to kill is semething known only to a few men in
the governments thar employ them. But they do:
‘snjoy an immunity from .responsibility for their
actions that is denied 1o other citizens.’ ‘

This was iliustrated In Baltimoro a few days
;;c; in a slander action brought against a cer=.

n Juri Raus by one Eerik Heine. The latter had ;
been publicly labeled a Soviet agent by the for«:
Gl 4

Five goverament uﬁorneys'_argued In feds!
sral court that Raus was acting under orders’
from the Ceniral Intelligence Acepsyu_when ho‘
made his charge and was thorefors immune ;
from suit., They successfully shielded him from
answering any questions, except those which -
,.h ¢y permitted, Asking dismissal of the suit, they .
argued that a trial, in which the CIA would bae re- |
quired to produce evidence to support the al-
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legation against Heine, would

“not be in the

rest of

Chief

‘posiponed

later dato.

When

the security of the United States.”

Judge Thomsen of the District Court |
further argument on the case to a-.

1

it comes to a choice between ‘overs

riding tha civil rights of one person or reveal-
ing the operaiions of an agency whose purpose .
is to safeguard the rights of all Americans, few -
would hesitate long to sacrifice the individval, !

especially If ha is suspecied of being a foreign

agent.

In such a situation, even'a judge may. have.

-no alternative but to rely on the word of re«
“zponsiblo government officials and hopo that the -

“amall wrong ho permits will sarve a larger good.

Sut the decision is not easy, and it is not a

_ satisfying one. We wonder how far we can go
—~ . in adopting the methods of totalitarianisma in
S crdor to fight totalitarianism. :
There is always tho gnawing fear that a
“icense to kill” enomy agents could somctines ba
‘turned inte a licenso to sllenca anyone olse who
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